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The immediate object was to effect a lodgment
within the series of heights that formed Umur
Singh's present position. His line stretched be-
tween the stone forts of Maloun and Soorujgurh,
presenting to the view a series of connected peaks
more or less abrupt, and each crowned with a
stockade, excepting two, which had the names of
Ryla peak and Deothul. The former was conve-
niently situated for operations against Soorujgurh,
which it would effectually cut off from Maloun ;
the latter was in the very heart of the Goorkha
position, and not one thousand yards from Maloun
itself. It was to be expected that the whole force of
the Goorkhas would oppose the occupation of Deot-
hul, which was the main object of attack* General
Ochterlony reckoned, however, that even if he
failed there, the possession of Ryla would still be
a great advantage; and that the movement on both
points at the same time, would contribute to clis-
tract tjhe enemy. To assist the etiterprtee further,
a diversion was planned by other detachments,
which were directed to march right upon the
enemy's cantonment under the walls of Maloun.

It ^11 be proper to explain this movement morje
in detail. Five columns altogether were put in
motion, besides detachments for the diversion, and
the following was the part assigned to each. The
first from Pulta, one of the posts opposed to
Soorujgurh, on the enemy's extreme right, con-